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Whatts in it for you?
Full size keg $100, 71/z eases of beer $150 Why wouldn't you?

Draft beer. the wav beer is meant to be served for real flavor.

No bottles, No cans, No recycling required. GO GREEN!

Go anywhere with this bar on wheels.

Low maintenance for years of service. Built by a 40 year old company.

rc ,.-, FoLLow us oN FAcEBooK AND TWtrrERt



A Homebrewed GABF

A nother Great American Beer
hFestival, another great chance for
homebrewers to shine on the big stage.

A. per usual, the frrsr medals g,ven

out at the GABF awards ceremony on
O.tober I at rhe Colorado Conrenrion
Center in Denver were to homebrewers.
The sixth annual GABF Pro-Am had
86 entries, with Ame can Homebrcwers
Association member Tom Gardner of
Denver winning the gold medal wiLh C.
B & Potts Reslaurant and Brewery rn

Westminster. Colo. lor "Before Capone.'
a Classic American Pilsner.

"Having my own beer ar the GABF is
amazing in itsel[," said Gardner, who said
his brew day with C.B. & Potts brewer
Dennis O'Harow was equally amazing.
"They even let me clean out the mash
tun," he joked.

All 86 entries were available for lasring in
the festival hall over the three days of the
GABF. For more on the winners and their
medal-winning recipes, see the Winners
Circle on page 47.

Earlier in the day, homebrewers were
again in the spotlighr as Bosron Beer
announced the winners of its annual
Samuel Adams Longshor compel ition.
"This is our way of reminding everyone
of the importance of homebrewing for
the vitality, creativity, and energy it has
brought to the brewing indusrry," said
Boston Beer founder Jim Koch.

Texas resident Corey Martinb "A Dark
Night in Munich" Munich dunkel and
lliinois resident Joe Formanek's "Five

Crown lmperial Stouf' beat out nearly
1,000 competing homebrews to earn spots

in the Longshot Variety Six-Pack thar will
be available nationwide in February Martin
and Formanek are both AHA members.

"l've been brewing imperial stours for
15 years, so I'\,e been tweaking it every
year," said Formanek. "l'm so excited
about this-it's such a dream."

Aside from the Pro-Am, LongShot com
pelition, and the myriad professional
craft brewers who got their start as

homebrewers, there were plenty of other
homebrew connections at the GABF:

I Homebrew Chef 5ean Paxton pre-
sented The Great American Beer &
Food Pairing Challenge, pitting Bend
Brewrng s Tonya Cornelt again,t
Cambddge Brewing's Will Meyers to
Iiterally race around the fesrival hall
to find the perfect beers to pair wirh
Paxton's mushroom stew and pump-
kin "beeramisu."

I The GABFI homebrewing roots were
rery much on displav, rncLudrng in
a "The GABF Turns 30" presenta-

tion in the Brewers Studio Pavilion
that included AHA founder Charlie
Papazian, Koch, and Sierra Nevada
founder Ken Grossman. Papazian said
the first GABF in 1982 sprung our of
the 1981 Homebrewers Conference,
where "the seeds were planted."

"Homebre*-ing is the foundarion of whar
this festival is, and it's rhe furure, said
Papazran

Koch agreed. 'Homebrewing is the roots
of rhe craft brewing movement. I read
Zymurgy er.ery [issue] and I always learn
something."

Cheers to shining the sporlight on tal,
ented homebrelvers again in 20121

Jill Redding is editor-in-chief ot
zymurgy. I
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>> GET THERE!
BEER WEEKS ABOUND
The phenomenon of Beer Week continues to sweep across

the U.S., with new ones popping up every year and
established ones getting bigger and berrer. Beer Weeks

showcase local beer as well as local food, with dinners,

tastings, meet-the-brewer nights, special releases. special
events, and festivals.

For the months ofJanuary and February, therc arc several

beer weeks planned, including San Francisco (February

10-19); Arizona (February 18-25); and Sacramento
(February 24-March 4). More than 45 different Beer Week
in all are currently listed on CraftBeer.com, and others are

undoubtedly in planning. (And, at press time, some Beer Weeks
scheduled for early 2012 had not listed their dates yet.)

And, dont forget to plan ahead for the Mother ofAli Beer Weeks:

American Craft Beer Week, set for May 14-20 in 2012.

January 5-7
Big Beers, Belgians and
Barle!ruines Festival
Vail, CO

bigbeersfestival.com

January 14-21
lblamazoo Beer Week
IGlamazoo, Ml
kalamazoobeerweek.com

January 20-21
Great Alaska Beer & Barley
Wine Festival
Anchorage, AK
http://auroraproductions.net

January 28
Attanta Cask Ale Tasting
Atlanra, GA

classiccitybrew.com/acat.html

February 10-19
san Francisco Beer Week
s{beerweek.org

February 18-25
AZ Beer Week
arizonabeerweek.com

t€bruary 24-lilarch 4
Sacramento Beer Week
sacramentobeerweek.com

For more craft brewing events,
go to rvtl-n.craftbeet.com.

>> YOU'VE GOTTA DRINK THIS
RAGTIME BITTER AMERICAN
AtLantic Beach, FLa.

This hoppy yet balanced IPA delighrs all rhe senses. trs clear, lighr
copper color topped with a full, fine blanket of foam gives no hint
as to the delightful hop aroma from days of dry-hopping rhat hits
your nose as you begin to rilt it back. Although the 65 biftemess
units arrive as the first flavor on the palate, it is soon rounded
out by an ample amounr of malt. lt finishes crisply asrringent and
earthy with a wonderful balance and slow hop fade. This one is nor
for beginners. Brewer Scott Bannester has created a masterpiece
with his Bitter American. Occasionally to rhe delighr of many loyal
patrons, he sen€s it cask conditioned. Pure perfecrion! Wish he
would bottle it or sell growlers, as once you'l.e had it, nothing else
will suffice.

Revieryed by Jackie Most Philadelphia, Pa.

If you'n h.d a be€r you J||st have to tctt the
uo]ld about, sed your descriDtion, in 150 rods

or tmr, to illt@bru€15assoclrtlon.oE.
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.. BREW NEWS
CRAFT BREWERIES GIVE BACK
IN A BIC WAY
Its rrr s.Lrcr rhrt cr,rii br.'rl'eries heJp support their local corn-

r I r ' l . ,r'' r'ne meeting sf\dl es. money.

.Lnrl lrr:er..Lnd r)rqrfr:iir{ a|ir)ts suah as fundraisers and blood
rlnr.r Hunilr,:li: o; !r.raL lrlr\\.ilrs:rgriu rose to the occasion in
lirl I rn( LLL.Lrng

'. I r,, L .l -et tn prerrous
|lrL|s lrr ur:Lng i\l+0.t)Lr0 rrt :1: l\\L).1a\ l5ih Anniversary
(:.l.brillon xfd lfvit.irL)nal ljrer l'tstirrti ur ,\ugr-tst. The funds
rr.r't tiL.:tiir.icd t,, :r\.ral l!r.il ,ir:tLtrrs rr.:luclinq Surfrider

FoLrncLulron. li()]s & (ir1s (-lLlb oi -ian Nlarcr,s. lelomar Family

I\1C.\. Irglt -\LI), a-\L.S\l F,,uircL:ilr,,r t. I '.:r(liclo Ki\a'anjs

l.llb. lncl l\1\ \r,fth (..1:n1r

S\ f.'l\\'.tlcr llra!i ilr-{ anrrlp.rlr\. :ll,,rlg \\ lllr L Iri)ar ( hitlilhoochee

Ri\r'rKe!Per',.It:Lllinqecl Athtrlan: lo h.lD sllvr: ollt ill (;eorgias

nr(r:t iurLrorllnt rt.tlurill rc\L)ura.:. th. L:ixLlahooallrc River'

I rorr \le:r.r:irl l).r,. -rntil Julv 4.

t() It sr nrr)ne\ itrt(1 i]$ale-

$ a,rah S\\cci\\.rlef fcreal a

.hf.li l.f $rl,r-10i.)

Brf\\a15 1i!.nr ft)Lrf bl aNer icJ-"\ \ i:n' Ilrt'rr Lrg ()skaf Blues,

-ili.r tsrttin{. .Lncl \terr'.r \tlrrcla rrnaa rgitiil ballcLed together

ii'r rhe Lhrrrl rrrnu,Ll Tr,Lr: oi ll.,rLll-)LtL.lr{i,. .L l:'.e cI.r,t,470-mile

irLl.r rLLlc lrorrr lltrLrl!lcr to l)ultrl8a Loir) rl!cf six noun-

\\:lrrcl;LLckcr' \\:Lrc:Lt. .
c,,il.r rLrr.ttion l)ttf rra\\ fd
l--r rk.r .LLtcl \r'cr\. \\rtlt
1(r Lh. l,_, I'l.tLiL a.ourrl\'

lr ., I --,.. ,,,, ,.1ia Rn.LaLS

(-r,xlLri(,r "lL r.lnolher lun
l,rr :r lr.ng.ruL *ith fel

lc.l brcrvers while trying
Lo make a positive differ-

ence in our communities.
sard Adam Ave ry.

F}' GREAT PRODUCT:
CUSTOM BOTTLE CAPS

BOTTLEMARK DIGITAL BOTTLE CAPS

J. Cameron Cooper had a problem; too many beers. As irn enthu

siastic homebrewer, he experimented with so many batches at

once thal soon his fridge overlloued *ith unlabeled mysteri'

brews. The solution? "Custom bottle caps," Cooper said Thel

make rt easy to identif) whaCs inside. Problem was' I couldnl
lind any!"

In the age of digital printing, bottle caps are still printecl the old-

fashioned way. Using Siant machinery and customized plales.

packaging planrc personalize bottle caps in a process called offset

lithography. The technique creates a durable. high-contrast cap

but is only economical in large runs. All bottle cap producers

require minimum orders (usuall.i- a whopping half a million) and

designs Lypically max out at five colors since the machnes can

only handle fir'e plates in a row.

Ar this rate, most craft breweries canL afford specific caps lor

all their brews; they usually compromise wilh a one-caPJits-all

model. Homebrewers are simply out of luck under thls procluc

tion model. For 1ears, they have tried to work around the prob-

lem b,v placing stickers on caps or even jusl using a Sharpie to

label a cap. But Cooper decided lt \a'as high lime to bing digjkl
pdnting to bottle caps-and cusLom caps to the peopie.

This past summer, BottleN4ark opened its online doors to the pub-

lic. Thanks to the company's cligital printing process, BotdeMark

promises no minimum orders and no color limis Even phoLos

pnnt in vibranl derail and ar the same cost as a trvo-color cap

The caps are fully lined, industry standard, waterproof. and bortle

ready. "We'r'e even goL thjs online design tool, where customers

can upload their design and previerv it on a cap," said CooPer'

"We're kind of like Cafe Press but for bottle caPsl"

Tbe bottle caps are 12 cents each at r',r.'r\'!1'l lil\i i i ir'l

'." .''v" '}*.q:&,lvl

b r,
lrL:r :rt.eirt' _rclrl. alollF i ?
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Rye has been a staple grain for millennia-sought after for its stubborn

resilience in the field and revered for its unique flavor. Ruthless Rye IPA is

brewed with this rusric grain for refined flavors-combining the peppery

spice of rye and the bright citrusy flavors of whole-cone hops to creare a

complex ale for the tumultuous transition to Spring.

AVAIIABIT E\ERTWHBRBJAI{UART 2012



GABF Has lts Roots
in Homebrewing
I s I wnte this tssue s -l romtheGlass

Fcolumn. the 2011. Great American

Beer Festival@ (GABF) is fresh on my

mind. This year's GABF marked the 30lh
anniversary o[ this ultimate celebration of
American beer.

I'm sure not all ALLA members are aware

that the original GABF, held in 1982, was

launched by a still very young Ameican
Homebrewers Associalion (the AHA
was founded December 7, 1978). Nol
long after, the AFIA added the lnstilule
for Brewing Studies and became the

Association of Brewers, bul il is wo h
remembenng that the longest runn.ng

beer lestiral in rhe L-n led States was start-

ed by a homebrewing organization. For

those of you who were fortunate enough

to be at the 2011 festival, you had an

oppoftunity to see the 5.000-square-foot
1982 Pa\ilion-the same in size as the

inaugural GABf-N hich was completely

dwarfed by the 290,000-square foot hall

Ihat housed the 2u1l fesn\'aL.

The 6ABF still refect. tt< homebrewing

roots in many ways. Some long-lime AHA

members showed up to this year's GABF

as pros for the first time. Rick Gan'in. a

regular at the AtlA \ational Homebrewers

Conference, took home two medals {rom

his first GABF as a partner in rhe recently

opened Mad Fox Brewing Co. in Falls

Church, Va. AFIA member and GABF

judge Lyle Brolvn enjoyed his first GABF

as a professional brewer, having taken

on the head breuer role at Battlefield
Bre$'ing Co in Fredericksburg, Va. There

\\ere man) others with simtlar stories.

This year's lestival included the 6th annu-

al GABF Pro Am Competition, which
dreq' a record 86 entdes. Pro-Am entries

are \ommer( lall) -brewed recipes lrom

The flrst Great Ame.lcan Beer Festlval In 1982 was sta.ted by the Amerlcan

Homebrewers Assoclatlon.

The Pro-Am booth was a popuLar spot at this yea/s GABF, wlth al,[ 66 entrles

avalLabLe for tastlng durlng the festlval.

t
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award-winning AHA members submitred
by Brewers Association-member brewer-
ies. All of the beers are served over the
course of the four sessions of rhe festival
3l thc CABF Pru-Am Boorh. AHA Projecr
( o,,rdtnaror lani, Crn.. organized the
roiunteer pourers for the GABF Pro-Am
Booth, a1l of u'hom u'ere AHA merrr-
bers-not a bad gig for a volunleer, as

those Pro-Am entries are al$,a)'s some
oI the best and most intriguing beers
arailable at the GABF. To see the award
rvinners and rheir recipes, go ro Winners
Circle on page 47.

Lately, t have been working vith AFLA

Go\eming Committee chair Chris P. Frey
on House Bill 4061. Ttre bill would allow
Michigan homebrewers to bring home-
breu' inro breweries, brewpubs, restau-
rants, and other businesses with licerscs
lor selling alcohol for "on-premises" con
sumption. for homebrew club meetings
and homebrerv competitions. This is rhe
second year that Michigan Rep. Doug
Geiss, a homebrewer, has sponsored
this bill. Lasr 1'ear's bill died early due
to objections from rhe Michigan Liquor
Control Commission (LCC). This year,

the bill sailed through a House commit-
tee \rote, a full House vote, and a Senate

comminee tote, before being sralled by
the LCC, rvhich ar rhat poinr determined
that it could not supporl the bill withour
an amendment to include additional lan-
guage regarding insurance coverage for
the venues hosting homebrew events. I'm
happy to repon rhar the bill was amend-
ed, was passed by borh the House and rhe
Senate, and s,as signed inro law b) Gov.
tuck Sn1'der on November 10.

I am aLso Norkrng wirh lhe Wrsc,,n.in
Homebrervers Alliance, a group represent
ing sereral Wisconsin homebreu clubs
and homebrerv supply shops, on a home
brewer righrs bill. The Alliance hopes
ro get a bill liled rhat would allow for
homebrew to be sen'ed outside the home
u'here iL is brewed. In a siruation srrikingly
similar to the scenario we saw in 2010
in Oregon, the Wisconsin Department of
Rel'enue determined that a long slanding
tradittun ol scrvtnS homebr. u al .r Rjcine.
\\-rs beer [e.riral was nor terhni\all) lcgal.
That determination could have a profound
effect on a wide range of homebre*'cr
activities and elents ln the state. A sclJa-

raLe bill, AB 290, has been filed on behalf
of the state's homebrew supply rerailers to
allorv shops kr ble."v and sen'e homebreu.
for educational purposes.

Also in the legislative lTix are (Jhio. where
some homebretv transport issues have
surfaced. and of course Alabama and
Nlississippi, the onl).rwo remaining srates
where homebre*ing is outnght illegal.
Hopefully, 2012 *,ill be Lhe lear ro end
illegal bre\ring in rhe U.S.

I have ahvays been a strong proponent of
suppL,rtins your l,'cal hUme\rc\ -uppl\
shop. Norhing against online retailers-l
do make some o[ n]v homcbre\l.pur-
chases onhne-but I recognize that local
shops are clitical to the survival o[ our
beloved hobby. The local shop is where
the majoriq' o[ new homebrelvers get
their start, eirher by walking into the
store, or bI receiying a locally purchased
beginner kit as a gifr. Net, homebrervers
are critical to keeping those businesses
open and pro\,iding a nerv pool of poren-
tial m€mbers to the nation's homebrcw.
clubs and the AFIA In addition, rhe more

':,t:r,1fffi"i:i+:t##*'ti$"'.pf ,,si,','l- *ffi.to.t,,*ff.,,ilffi.ffin*
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